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Upcoming Events
• Jul 16-California Wool Growers Association
Sheepherder’s Night **
• Jul 25-Mutxiko Group Dance Performance **
• Jul 27– BAC Lehendakari Reception 7:00 p.m. **
• Aug 8-Amaya Arberas Performance 11:00 a.m. **
• Aug 28-29-Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia
• Sep 12-Women’s Club Meeting 10am
• Sep 25-Basque Bike Ride
• Sep 25– 13th Annual BCC Invitational

** Flyers enclosed

Gazteak Basque Dance Saturdays 1:00-3:00 pm
Gazteak Paleta Goma
Saturdays 3:00-4:00 pm
Thursday Evenings at 7:30 pm
Euskara Classes
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Lehendakariaren Mezua - President’s Message
Membro maiteak,
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing directors, Stephanie Oroz and Idoya Urruty for their past three
years of service on the Board of Directors and their work in
the Youth and Euskara committees.
The last twelve months have been quite a year at the Center.
The highlight for me was the emotional and moving tribute
the center paid to Aita Martxel Tillous, a man who touched so
many of our lives and who was loved by so many. Another
very memorable event was the release of the Urazandi Gardeners of Identity book last fall, chronicling in detail the history of the San Francisco
Bay Area Basque community, a project the center had been working on since 2001.
I feel especially grateful to the author Pedro Oiarzabal, who not only did an outstanding job writing and researching the book, but also worked to get the book
published by the Center for Basque Studies, so that it could be readily available for
our members and the general public.
We’ve had an impressive string of stars performing at the center. We started this
year the way we ended last year with two charged performances by our old friend
Michel Etcheverry and his band. Kepa Junkera, the Basque Country’s most acclaimed artist, played for the first time at our Center and put on a memorable
show with a couple of local musicians. The two biggest names in Bertzolaritza today, Maialen Lujanbio and Andoni Egana, performed at the Center with our local
bertsolaris, paying tribute to Xalbador and Mattin, and shortly there after legendary

folk singers Pantxoa and Peio sung at the Center on Palm Sunday. This string will continue later this year with
special appearances at the Center by soprano Amaya Arberas of Donostia and folk singer Erramun Martikorena
of Baigorri. Also coming to the center next month will be the new Lehendakari, Patxi Lopez. The Basque Government continues to support the Basque Diaspora and has been especially generous in supporting the Center.
Also, coming up later this year will be the release of the much anticipated BCC 25th anniversary book and DVD,
which have been in the making for the past several years. They will be available at the August Euskal Etxeko
Jaialdia.
As the economy began to recover this year the restaurant became a significant beneficiary and posted some of
the strongest January and February sales it has ever seen in those traditionally slow months. The following
months have been strong as well with increased banquet business during the week as well as on Sunday evenings.
Flat food costs and cost cutting measures taken in 2009 continue to positively affect the restaurant’s bottom line
and pricing that hasn’t changed since March of 2008 gives the restaurant an added competitive edge.
On behalf of the Board of Directors I want to thank all those members who take time to make our events and
activities happen year in and year out.
Mil esker berriz eta izan untsa,

Mutxiko Elkartea Dance Group

Philippe Acheritogaray

The Mutxiko Elkartea dance group will give a special performance

415-924-2151 - philippea@frk.com

at the BCC on Sunday, July 25th, after the members’ lunch.
Please see the attached flier for more details.
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Euskara Corner
Euskara was one of the languages used by the US
Army in its transmissions to throw off the Japanese
in the Pacific during the World War II. Euskara
was an unknown language in the Asian front, so it
impeded the Japanese in deciphering the messages
of the US fleet.

Lehendakari to visit the BCC

The "Casa del Euskara" collected this anecdote in
their digital magazine "Plazaola", together with
other notes about the Basque language throughout
its history. www.buber.net.

The new Lehendakari, Patxi Lopez, will visit the BCC on
Tuesday, July 27th, and will host a reception at 7:00pm.
Please see the enclosed flier for more details.

2010 Election Results
There were 237 ballots cast in this year’s election. The five
candidates below were elected for a three-year term with
the following number of votes:
Anita Arduain—204
Patricia Elicagaray—187
Jean Gorostiague—181
Johnny Curutchet—180
Valerie Arrechea—178
To our outgoing directors, Stephanie Oroz and Idoya Urruty, thank you very much for your dedication and service
to the Basque Cultural Center.

A Celebration Luncheon
will be served for those
Born in 1935, 1940 and 1945
at the Basque Cultural Center on

Sunday, August 8
12:00 noon
Menu:
La Soupe
Assiette de Pecheurs
Rack of Lamb or Confit de Canard
Salad and Cheese
Dessert du Chef Michel
Coffee—Cognac
Chateau de Bord
Pinot Blanc, Alsace

$50 per person

BASQUE LUNCH TIME
CHANGE
LUNCH NOW STARTS at
12:30 P.M.

Call with your reservation and choice of main
course on or before August 3 to:
Anna Iriartborde
415-346-1670
Yvette Urruty
415-664-2921
Maria Begorre
415-566-2823
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June 5, 2010 Basque Bike Ride participants (left to right): Dan Berterretche, Yvette Fantham, Aitor Berrueta, Alain Urruty, Dave
Indart, Marcel Etcheverry, Jeannine Sallaberry, Dean Fantham, Gerald Hirigoyen, Arielle Goni, Martin O’Kane, Michel Tristant, Leon
Sorhondo, Mayie Sampior, Aimee Goyhenetche, Suzanne Elicetche, Alyse Goni, Joe Goyhenetche, Gratien Etchebehere, Jr., Fred Alfaro, Matt Etchepare, Remi Cuburu, Dan Sampior, Joe Choperena, Sarah D., (not pictured) Xabie Berrueta, Dominic Berterretche,
and Laura Berterretche.

Basque Bike Ride > September 25

California Wool Growers

We just finished our first ride for the year on June 5th. It

Association

truly was a celebration getting the youth of the Basque Community together. It was a beautiful ride held in the Woodside

The California Wool Growers Association is celebrating

area, which finished with food and drinks at Dan and Laura

their 150th anniversary with a Sheepherders Night dinner at

Berterretche's house.

The Basque Cultural Center. Please see the enclosed flier
for more details and reservation information.

Everyone had such a wonderful experience that they wanted
to repeat a similar ride. The next ride is scheduled for Saturday September 25th and it will be hosted by Joe and Stacy
Goyhenetche. This ride will also have varying degrees of difficulty but none that anyone should stay away from. Talk to
anyone that has been on a ride before and they will convince

Members’
Members Children
21 Years Old

you to try one for yourself. Needless to say Joe is another one
of those 'Chef's in waiting' to be discovered. That alone should

For Regular Members’ children who are turning 21 years of

make you think of getting together with us.

age, the fee for a Regular Membership shall be $1,000, until
their 22nd birthday.

As usual there will be sag wagons to assist along the ride. If
you are interested, or have any questions regarding training,
tuning your bike, or anything else in reference to the forthcoming ride, please contact Leon Sorhondo at 415-285-0748
or email: irissartara@yahoo.com. There will be more information in the September newsletter.

Call Anita Arduain at 650-583-7018.
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Josephine Curutchet & Etienne Jorajuria
to play for The world title
BCC members Josephine Curutchet and Etienne Jorajuria finished as runner
ups in the most recent NABO Mus Tournament, held in Winnemucca, and
have qualified to participate in the International Mus Tournament, which will be
held this year in Chino and Las Vegas. Josephine and Etienne were representing the Gardnerville Club at the NABO tournament and will represent the U.S.
along with NABO and U.S. champions Alberto Blanco and Pedro Sanz. Zorionak Josephine and Etienne!

Upcoming Events from the American Lamb Board
American Lamb Jam – July 18, 2010
In partnership with the Golden Gate Restaurant Association, dozens of San Francisco’s top restaurants and
chefs will join together at Fort Mason Grand Hall to celebrate American Lamb by creating succulent and savory selections paired with local wines. The 600 lamb loving attendees will savor and sip, create their own
swag bags, swing to the music of local jazz groups, and vote for their favorite lamb dishes in a People Choice
Competition. Hosted by Chef Matthew Arraccino of SPQR, the American Lamb Jam is an event not to be
missed.
SF Chefs.Food.Wine – Fork It Over -- August 14
Locally produced American lamb will be featured at the Saturday evening Fork It Over Extravaganza where
over 25 Bay Area chefs and restaurateurs invite previous GGRASF award recipients to work with them for the
evening. Let your hair down and enjoy music by David Martin's House Party. Live band will play from 6:30 to
9:30. Enjoy the debut viewing of the SF Chefs food photography exhibit while savoring lamb dishes by the
best!
Sonoma Wine Weekend – Taste of Sonoma - September 4
Fall in love with locally produced American lamb at this annual food and wine pairing. Enjoy succulent barbecued local lamb while stocking your bags with recipes, a tin filled with a spice blend developed specifically
for lamb.
To learn about lamb, consumers can visit Macy’s Cellar and Williams Sonoma to take part in special cooking
and sampling events including:
Williams Sonoma on Union Square – July 9-11. American lamb will be showcased in cooking demonstration on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, anchored by a two hour cooking lesson by Matthew Arraccio.
Macy’s Cellar on Union Square – On July 17, Melissa Perello of France will show how easy it is to cook
with this flavorful and tender cut of meat. The first 50 guests to RSVP will receive a gift following the
demostration. RSVP at Macys.com/events.
For additional event details or to purchase tickets to the American Lamb Jam, visit
www.FansofLambSanFrancisco.com.

