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Upcoming Events
• Nov. 30 - Christmas Nativity
participation deadline

• Dec. 2 - Womens’ Club Meeting

Happy 100th Birthday Jack Kowaskie
Jack Kowskie (photo left) is with San Bruno’s Mayor
Rico E. Medina (photo right) who honored Jack on his
100th Birthday celebrated at the Basque Cultural Center on November 11, 2018. Mr. Kowskie has generously offered $1,000 scholarships to deserving students in memory of his late in-laws and his late wife.
Jack and Angelita met in 1939 and were married for 74
years. They frequented the Basque Cultural Center
with their family for many years enjoying the culture,
friendship and good food.
This year’s recipients of the Ripodas-Kowskie $1,000
scholarships were: Daniel Camou and Alyssa Goyhenetche. In appreciation of the
students who took time to enter the essay contest and write their thoughts on
“How has your Basque culture formed your work ethic and goals for the future?” ,
the BCC also awarded Vincent Kvarna and Alex Goyhenetche $500 each and Nicole
Ourtiague $250. Zorrionak to all of you!
[The essays will be featured in Gure Euskal Etxea issues. Daniel Camou’s essay is on
page four of this December 2018 newsletter.]

Pizza for Children on New Years Eve
There will be a pizza and movie option (supervised) for families who attend the New
Year's Eve banquet and have small children who won't eat the New Year's Eve dinner.
Families interested in this option should complete the enclosed New Year’s Eve Reservation.
This is not a babysitting service. Only children who can eat by themselves
and whose parents are attending the banquet are able to participate.

Christmas Nativity Angels and Shepherds
We need our young children to participate in this BCC tradition at our annual Christmas Mass on December 9th.
Costumes will be provided; no speaking is required. Those
interested should contact Valerie Arrechea at 415-859-1154
or etcharren@msn.com. Please RSVP by November 30th in
order that costumes can be reserved for your little angel or
shepherd. There will be a practice on December 8th
at 11:00am.

and Election of Officers

• Dec. 8- Christmas Nativity Practice
at 11am

• Dec. 9 - Eguberri Besta **
• Dec. 9 - Christmas Toy Drive **
(see back page)

• Dec. 17 - New Year’s Eve
reservation deadline

• Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Gala **
** enclosed flyer
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Womens’ club News
The Women’s Club would like to thank all the
people who made donations to our raffle on November 11th, and for all those who purchased
raffle tickets and brought baked items for the sale.
The WC appreciates your generosity. The proceeds go to help the youngsters and the college
students by providing activities as well as scholarships.
This year’s recipients of the four $300 scholarships
donated by the Women’s Club were:
Joanna Arrechea
Alyssa Goyhenetche
Vincent Kvarna
Nicole Ourtiague
Congratulations to this year’s
Scholarship Winners:

Arantxa Arriada Brown (left above) announced raffle ticket
winners during the Women’s Club Raffle on November 11th.
She is being helped by her mother Maria Arriada (far right) who
is the Women’s Club President.

Gardening Maintenance
at the BCC
Members interested in a gardening
maintenance contract at the Basque
Cultural Center should call Jean
Gorostiague at 650.465.7131 for
more information.

The election of new officers will take place at next
meeting, which is scheduled for Sunday, December 2nd, 2018. Make sure to attend the meeting
if you are considering running for the Women’s
Club board.

The Women’s Club will be hosting their annual
Christmas lunch and Santa's visit on Sunday, December 9. Please bring a wrapped gift worth
$15.00 or less and with child's name legibly
written. See the enclosed flier for more information.

Ongi etorri - welcome - new members

Nicole Ourtiague

Gene Iriartborde

Rose Marie Caballero

Alexander Goyhenetche
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Notice From the President:

2019 nabo calendars

Membership dues for 2019 are due January 1, 2019
Membership dues for 2019 will stay at $30. In
order to save on mailing costs and help our
hardworking Treasurer, Anita Arduain, we are
asking all Members and Associate Members to
send in your $30.00 dues now, so Anita does
not have to send you a notice later. It would
be a great help for Anita!! Please send your
check payable to the "Basque Cultural Center"
directly to Anita at 226 Bryce Avenue, South
San Francisco, CA 94080. If you have questions, please call Anita at 650-583-7018.

A big "mil esker" to those who send
their dues in early.

EMAIL or NO EMAIL
Leon Sorhondo needs to get less than 100 members of the SF Basque Cultural Center list for
email update!
If you have an email but haven't let him know,
send your email address to : Euskalduna@comcast.net or Euskalduna@aol.com

To purchase your 2019 N.AB.O. calendar

If you don't have email then call or leave a
message at : 415-285-0748

for ONLY $6

call Mary Curutchet at 650-588-2249

8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean - 8HZ
The Basque Diaspora monthly radio show, 8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean (8 Provinces Live) will be
back on the air on Sunday, December 2nd, 11:00am PST (8:00pm CET - Central European
Time). The show is hosted by Benoit Etcheverry & Esther Ciganda and is broadcast in
Euskara, French, Spanish and English. On egin!

Listen in at the following website:

http://euskalirratiak.info/
http://gureirratia.eu/
To call into the show from the US dial:
011 33 5 59 59 60 30
Or you can email the show at irratia@8probintziak.com
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Ripodas Winner Daniel Camou
Fordham University at Lincoln Center
Major: English and History

September, 2008. The North American Basque Organization’s annual convention was held in Chino, California. I had just turned nine years old, and it was one of my first times performing makila in public.
I had rehearsed all year for this performance, begging my Aita to come outside and practice. After we performed magnificat — where I throw the baton in the air, around my back, over my neck, and between my
legs — emcee John Ysursa walked over to me, with his microphone in hand, and asked me, “What made
you practice so you could come out here and perform all those tricks?” I responded, “Nothing.” And to this
day, I still think that was a great answer.
Being Basque-American and belonging to such a tight-knit Basque-American community have been
two of the many privileges I have been fortunate enough to have in my life. Actively participating in the
Basque-American culture and community has effectively and distinctively shaped who I am as a student, a
worker, an artist, and, most importantly, a human being. Basques are quintessentially industrious. After all,
a peoplehood could not survive countless centuries and outlive countless neighbors without seizing on opportunity. I began working at the Basque Cultural Center at age 15. Perhaps it was to gain a sense of maturity; or perhaps it was my Aita, who had already been working at the motel when he was my age (as I
had been told). I bused through school-years and vacation breaks. One could still catch me picking up
shifts on my visits home from college. When I was deciding on which college to attend, I frankly did not
want to stay at home. I saw college as an opportunity to grow independent and to expand my understanding of the world. My first trip to New York City was my entire first semester in college. Of course, opportunity is nothing without hard work. Even though I was living in a completely foreign place, I excelled in my
courses, achieved Dean’s list, collaborated on short films with classmates, learned how to cook for one,
and enjoyed a couple Broadway shows. I was determined to get involved with the theatre program at my
campus, so I attended department meetings and shook hands with department heads. Nobody would give
me the time of day because I was not a major (even though I would have held lights if they asked me to).
Sometimes you have to make your own opportunity. Since I was not getting casted at my campus, I researched and discovered that the other campus, an hour away in the Bronx, had auditions for their theatre
club. I auditioned, got casted as the lead, and, five days a week for three months, trekked the New York
City commute — even when rehearsals ended at 1:30 in the morning. You do what you have to for the opportunity to do what you want.
The Basque-American community is founded on pride — a pride for what our community has been,
what it is, and what it will be. Nothing irritates me more than disregarding quality. You have to tend to the
details: removing all the silverware before giving the desert menu, deciphering whether this word is the
most effective in this course paper. Achievements have a price, and there is value in hard work if you see
it through. During my commute to rehearsal in the Bronx, I would run lines and think about my character. I
do what I can to improve — so that I may someday enjoy and share the fruit of my hard work. Nine-yearold me would not have been able to twirl the baton at the convention if I did not practice before. If I did not
practice after, I would still be only as good as nine-year-old me. A life without improvement is purposeless
and, put simply, boring. Improvement is a reward, not a gift. Nothing in life should be expected as a gift.
Culture and community are not gifts; they are rewards for generations of hard work. Even though the work
may be frustrating or difficult, nothing should ever make you regret doing it.
I accredit my culture and my community for molding me into the young adult I am today. What I
have learned from being Basque-American and belonging to a Basque-American community extend into
every aspect of my life: my academics, my passions, my relationships. While I do not know exactly what I
will do after college, I have a strong foundation of initiative, diligence, and drive to build on. Once you learn
how to twirl a baton, you will never forget.

