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KLIKA - 50TH Anniversary

The San Francisco Zazpiak
Bat Klika will be celebrating
its 50th Anniversary on
Saturday and Sunday, February 15th and 16th.
Klika members, past and
present, are invited to take
part in a historical picture at
the Basque Cultural Center
on Saturday, February 15th
at 2pm. We ask that participants wear jeans, a white shirt, and a beret. Commemorative scarves
will be provided.
On Sunday, all Klika members are invited to play during the mass. To
prepare, we will be having practice every Monday at 7pm.

Winter

Odolki Jatea & Mus Tournament
The Basque Club’s Members’ free lunch and mus tournament will
take place on Sunday, February 9th at the San Francisco Basque Cultural Center. The entire mus tournament will be played in one day,
with finals being contested immediately following lunch. Teams
that qualify for the finals, will be seated together at a special reserved table for lunch. This table will be served first to ensure that
the qualifying teams can begin the finals promptly.
Mus tournament registration will start at 7:00am, and teams will be
seated at 7:45am. The registration fee is $40 per team. The Members’
free lunch will be at 12:30pm.
If you have already qualified for the NABO mus tournament, you
are still strongly encouraged to participate in this mus tournament.

Sunday, February 9th, 7:00am / 12:30pm

Please contact Matthew Etchepare, (650) 255-9842, with any questions.

Klika at the last Picnic - Back row (left to right): Tyler Bonson, Nick Bidaurreta, David Alfaro, Frederick Alfaro,
Philip Mendisco, David Indart, Xavier Ocafrain. Front row (left to right): Eric Kavarna, Dominic Savage, Vincent
Kavarna, Gexan Arrechea, Francois Ithuralde, Dominic Mendisco, Jesse Kavarna, Gratien Alfaro, Matthew
Etchepare, Daniel Camou, Dominique Erdozaincy, Christian Curutchague, Xavier Salaburu, Kieran Savage, Matthew
Fosse, Christophe Alfaro, Cedric Duhalde, JJ Indaburu .
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NABO News

www.NABasque.org

UDALEKU 2014: ELKO
This year’s Udaleku will be hosted at the Elko Basque Club in Elko,
Nevada and is open to the children of members of NABO affiliated
Basque Clubs. Online registration will be available on a first come first
serve basis starting on March 1st on www.NABASQUE.org.
The cost per participant will be $350.
Udaleku will run from June 22nd through July 5th.

Upcoming NABO Meetings
< Winter: San Francisco (Sat Feb 15th)
< Convention: Bakersfield (Sat May 24th)
< Fall: Rocklin (Sat Oct 11th)

Kantari Eguna 2014: Rocklin
This year’s Kantari Eguna will be hosted at the
Iparreko Ibarra Basque Club in Lincoln, CA on
Saturday, October 11th.

ASTERO (Basque for "weekly")
is NABO's free Basque news &
information service that is
brought to you via email notification. To subscribe for weekly
email notices send an email to
info@nabasque.org.

NABO Tripota / Chorizo
Contest: May 24, Bakersfield.

The Basque President Visits NABO
The Lehendakari (President of the Basque Government of the Basque Autonomous Community Araba, Bizkaia & Gipuzkoa) Iñigo Urkullu visited the NABO delegates at their last meeting in Brooklyn,
New York, in conjunction with the centennial anniversary of the Euzko Etxea of New York. Before
arriving in New York, Lehendakari Urkullu had recently visited Washington DC and Milwaukee. During
his first day in New York, his agenda included meetings with experts in the area of political normalization and pacification, in relation to the Basque Government’s plan for Peace and Coexistence.

2014 NABO
Calendars
Contact Mary Curutchet
650-588-2249 - $6.

NABO MUS Finals

NABO Pilota Finals

The 2014 NABO Mus finals will be held in Marin County on Saturday, May 31st.

The 2014 finals will be held in Bakersfield on May
24th in conjunction with the NABO Convention.

2013 World Mus Champions
The 2013 International Mus Tournament was held in Puerto Varas, Chile hosted by the Euzko Etxea of Chile
in Santiago, October 26 - November 2. In all, 14 teams competed from 12 countries and besides plenty of
Mus, participants were treated to various outings to enjoy the wonderful landscapes that the area had to
offer. These included ascending a volcano, visiting rivers as well as watching a Chilean Rodeo. The
first place team was from France made up of Ramuntxo Ondart and Thierry Olaizola. Second place
went to Jesus Barraza and Angel Matienzo from Mexico. NABO's Noel Erdozaincy and Erramun Lahargou placed third. For more details, please visit http://globalmus.com/.
The 2014 World Mus Tournament will take place in Mexico.
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Pierre Ausquy

Jean Gorostiague

2013 Claude Berhouet Lagun Ona Honorees
At the last Basque picnic, three distinguished members were honored by the Basque Club for their longtime service to the club, especially
in staffing the annual Basque Picnic. Jean-Louis Curutchet, Erramun Lahargou and Pierre Ausquy are pictured here with Basque Club
President Christian Iribarren and Basque Club Honorary President Jean Gorostiague. Zorionak eta mil esker!

Ongi Etorri, Bienvenidos, Bienvenue, Welcome! At Barbot Etchepare Basque Imports, we specialize in all non-food and non-alcohol items that are Basque, French and Spanish in origin (Berets, espadrilles, wood carved figurines, Basque Music CDs, cookbooks, etc.). We began the business on December 1 and will be expanding our inventory shortly. If you would like to make an order or have any
questions regarding our inventory, please call us at 209-620-7930 or email us at
basqueimports@gmail.com. We look forward to providing you with high quality Basque items at
the Picnics and throughout the year.
Mil esker, Gracias, Merci Beaucoup, and Thank you for your patronage!
-Christine and Jim Etchepare

Bill Douglass Honored at the Durango Book Fair
This past December, the Center for Basque Studies’ own William A. Douglass, who served as the Center’s director for
over 30 years, received the Argizaiola award at the 2013 Durango Azoka Book fair. The Argizaiola award is given annually
to those individuals who have worked in favor of the Basque language and Basque culture. The Center for Basque Studies
has had a long connection with the Argizaiola award as another founder, Jon Bilbao, was the first-ever recipient. William
A. Douglass has dedicated a large part of his career to the study of Basque culture and history of the Amerikanuak in the
United States. Douglass is a regular at the Durango Azoka book fair where the Center also presents its various publications. Lately Douglass has been expanding his field of study to include the Basque community in Latin America and is working on a conference
next year in Cuba on the Cuban Basque Community. He will also be publishing a book about the Basque Diaspora in Australia.
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Basque readers, that’s how the family spelled it), who used to make
cheese in his cayolar high up in the mountains. He died when I was
really young and I only had the occasion to meet him on my first trip to
the Basque Country when I was four.

Basque Club director Anne Marie Chiramberro began her “Hella Basque” blog
At such a young age, I didn’t take much interest in how he made the
last spring and writes candidly about her experiences in the Basque American
cheese or how it tasted. I thought it was hella gross, but that was a long
community. Here is an entry recapping the November 9th Basque Cultural
time ago. I’d love to be able to eat his cheese now. All I cared about
Day. Check her blog at http://hellabasque.com
back then was how cute the lambs were and whether I was allowed to
pet them.

But I digress. Marcia’s talk was super informative and really inspiring in
the sense that she set a far-fetched goal for herself and she achieved it.
Marcia mapped out for the audience her journey going from knowing
nothing about sheep or cheese to becoming a successful cheese maker.
My mom and I were so smitten with her and her pictures of adorable
sheep on the ranch that we put in a reservation request for her upcoming ranch tour. Fingers crossed we get spots! Aita would love it.

This weekend, I had the pleasure of attending the Basque Cultural
Day put on by the Basque Educational Organization (BEO) at the
Basque Cultural Center in South San Francisco, California.
The BEO, based in the San Francisco Bay Area, organizes various
educational events throughout the year, mostly movie screenings
and lecture series. Saturday’s theme was Gaelic Zati Bat, a day to
highlight the connections between Basque, Irish, and Scottish cultures and bids for independence.
Luckily for me, my mom was curious to go too, so I didn’t have to
venture over to the BCC alone. I get intimidated walking into a
room full of my friends’ parents and grandparents when I’m the
only one of my generation there (except my compadre AJ, who also
attended). I felt like a total nerd going to a lecture series, but I
shouldn’t have. For anyone who knew me in my schooling days, it’s
not a big secret that I like to learn.

Talk #2 was given by Dr. Lisa Corcostegui
on Basque, Irish, and Scottish dancing. Lisa
was the culture teacher at my first sleep-away
music camp in Reno in 2002, and I served as
her aide at 2009′s Udaleku in Chino when
she was also culture teacher. To this day, I
get too shy to talk to her because I think
she’s so awesome. True story.
Just as I was mesmerized by her knowledge
and hung off her every word at Reno camp, I
paid close attention to her talk on Saturday. Which wasn’t too hard,
really, because it was movie hour. Lisa showed lots of YouTube clips of
folk dancing to show how similar steps and styles of dance are across
Basque, Irish, and Scottish cultures. I was amazed by the similarities.
Watching those clips also really made me want to dance. It brought to
mind how much I wanted to learn Irish and tap dancing as a child, but
my time was always consumed with Basque dancing. I had visions of me
joining an adult dance class, being the only young person in a sea of
retirees picking up a new hobby. It sounds intimidating, but I swear I’m
going to do it one day. (So if anyone wants to take a beginner’s Irish
dance class with me, hit me up and let’s find a program.)
The last talk by Dr. Xabier Irujo was super
political and packed the house. My mind was
so blown by all of the facts and history he
presented us that I don’t remember it all.
What stood out the most to me was his going through how Scotland will vote on a
referendum next year to decide whether to
remain in the United Kingdom or to break
away as their own state. And it’s all legal!

And I was nervous people would think I was only going to the lecture series to report on it for Hella Basque, which was far from the
case. Writing about the day is just a byproduct of having a good
time. That’s all this blog is for now. I don’t go out of my way to dig
for things to write about. I just follow my interests.
Anyway. All I’m trying to say is that I felt more justified in going to
the lecture series because I had a silver-haired person with me.
There, I’ve said it.
Moving on! The day kicked off with three lectures.
Marcia Barinaga of Barinaga Ranch gave the
first talk on cheese making. A second generation Basque American, Marcia produces a
Basque-style sheep milk cheese and sells lamb
to local restaurants.
Before attending Marcia’s talk, I knew nothing
about the cheese making process, which I felt
kind of sorry about when she showed pictures
of the shepherds and cheese makers she met in
the Basque Country. They reminded my of my
aita’s brother, Manèche (don’t hate on the French spelling, hella

That was crazy to me–that a country would allow its citizens to decide
on secession. But the more Xabier talked about it, the more it made
sense. Why not? Why shouldn’t a people have the right to peacefully
and democratically decide what they want their country to be? In a perfect world, it sounds like a great idea.
Before Saturday, I knew nothing about the Scottish referendum, but I
will definitely by following the outcome next year.
Following the lecture series was the part of the organized events I was
most excited about: Scottish Highland dancers and Irish Step dancers
performing alongside the Zazpiak Bat dance group. The BEO chair
directed everyone who could climb the stairs to the bleachers to do so,
but I snuck in on the ground floor level for that front row seat. I know
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what you’re thinking: that Anne
Marie is such a rebel!

civilian who jumped in. That was awkward…

The dancing was amazing. I took
videos until my camera crapped
out on me and bounced around
with my mouth agape the rest of
the time. The Irish group was a
bunch of little kids who were seriously in sync! They stole the show
with their mad moves and adorable costumes. Seriously, go watch
them on Instagram.

I’m really not an attention whore, I swear
(says the girl with the blog), but after listening to Lisa talk about dancing and watching
other people dance for hours, I was ready
to dance, dammit.

The Scottish Highland dancing
was really interesting to me because before Saturday I’d never
seen Scottish dancing. It also never really clicked in my brain that
bagpipes could play dance music,
having only ever heard them at funerals, memorials, and New Year’s
Eve.
After the show, Aita made a not-so-funny joke about the Scottish
dancers being passed a certain age, but I watched them and hoped I’ll
be lucky enough to move like them when I reach their age. So much
jumping!
And of course, Zazpiak Bat danced. Being the dance group veteran
that I am, I danced along with them in my head. Oh wait, then there
was that embarrassing moment at the end of the show when they
asked for audience participation in a final fandango and I was the only

After the dancing, I hung out at the bar
(standard) and found some Boise Basques!
Shout out to those guys. Seeing them was a
really nice and unexpected surprise. Then, of course, there was a dinner. It’s not a Basque party unless there’s food. I had dinner with my
parents and their friends and it was precious.
I also had my heart broken for the second time by our waiter. I asked
him for tea instead of coffee at the end of the meal, and he never
brought it to me! And here I thought he liked me, because he usually
brings me tea when I ask him. One time he even hooked me up with
some free cheesecake (shhh, don’t tell his boss).
But oh wait, I should have figured out he didn’t like me when he broke
my heart the first time by getting my number and never calling me.
Woe is me. I only include that piece of information as evidence to all of
the women who will inevitably ask me in the future why I haven’t found
a nice Basque boy. It’s because they don’t bring me tea. And when they
don’t bring me my tea, they’re dead to me. I kid, I kid! Kind of…
Let’s not end on a weird note. All in all, I had a phenomenal time at
Gaelic Zati Bat. I learned SO MUCH about topics I didn’t know I was
interested in, and I really look forward to the next Basque Cultural Day.

Back row (left to right): Jeff Campbell,
Barbara Cormack, Kathy Yam, Chloe
Duhalde, Joelle Ourtiague, Julia Hurley, Mikaela Ribi, Vincent Kavarna,
Katie McFadden, Morgan Folan, Anthony Sheridan, Johnny Curutchet.
Kneeling (left to right): Valerie Arrechea, Maite Kavarna, Joana Arrechea,
Nicole Ourtiague, Emma Meadows,
Grace Haskell, Melissa Sheridan and
Marriella Lockwood. To see more pictures from the entire event, please visit
www.sfbcc.us and scroll down.
On egin!

8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean - 8HZ
The Basque Diaspora monthly radio show,
8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean (8 Provinces Live)
airs on the first Sunday of the month at
11:00am PST (8:00pm CET - Central European Time). The show is hosted by
Benoit Etcheverry along with Basque Club
member and past president Robert Acheritogaray & Adélaide Daraspe. The show is
broadcast in Euskara, French, Spanish and
English, and covers happenings in the
Basque diaspora and Basque Country. The
show is interactive so listeners can participate by calling or emailing into the show.
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Listen in at the following website:
http://euskalirratiak.info/
To call into the show from the US dial:

011 33 5 59 59 60 30
Or you can email the show at:

irratia@8probintziak.com

Past shows can be heard at:
http://8probintziak.com/irratia/
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Zubeldia, who rode to a team-best fifth in the 2003 and 2007 Tours,
and who recently re-upped with Trek Factory Team for 2014. Others
included Aitor González and Iban Mayo, the skinny, flashy climber
who dared to take on Lance Armstrong at the height of the Texan’s
rule at the Tour, only to disappear into obscurity.
The latest crop includes Igor Antón, former under-23 world champion
Romain Sicard, Mikel Nieve, and the Izagirre brothers.
Laiseka leads the first Basque Tour
Perhaps no rider, however, represented the allure and mysticism of the
Basque climber more than Roberto Laiseka. The skinny, reclusive
mountain specialist was the first team rider to reach major success, winning mountain stages in the 1999 and 200 Vueltas A España.
By 2001, the riders were wearing the team’s trademark orange jersey
that became synonymous with the team (but had nothing to do with
the traditional colors of the Basque flag, the ikurriña, but rather the
branding colors of title sponsor, Euskaltel), and the Tour de France
proffered a long sought-after invitation.

Cycling Loses Something Special with Demise
of Euskaltel

In that first Tour, a sea of Basque fans poured over the border to clog
the roads of the Pyrénées, lining the route 10-deep on the upper reaches of the steepest climbs. Drinking wine and partying all day, the rowdy
fans waited in delirium for their boys to come spinning past.

By Andrew Hood - velonews.com 10/18/2013
MADRID (VN) — Cycling loses something special with the demise of
Euskaltel-Euskadi this week.

And they did, led by Laiseka, who attacked alone and from afar on the
road to Luz Ardiden. This was during Armstrong’s third Tour, and the
Texan was intent on smashing all comers, yet Laiseka, who posed no
GC threat, spun away to victory.

The orange-clad Basque team shutters its doors after 20 years of history,
bringing a sad end to a long-running tradition as well as a reflection on
the rising costs of running a top-level cycling team.

It was a colossal victory, both for Laiseka and the team. From then on,
the Pyrénées would become Basque territory for a few days every July
as the orange-clad hordes would return for their summer migration.
When Mayo was making noises about challenging Armstrong, fans
jeered and even spat on the Texan. Armstrong rode stubbornly through
the wall of hate, and left a demoralized Mayo in the dust bin of history.

Euskaltel fell victim to an economic crisis engulfing Spain that left one
of cycling’s most unique teams with neither sponsorship funding or a
future for its home breed of cyclists in Spain’s hilly Basque Country.
What began as a dream for Miguel Madariaga, president of the Euskadi
Foundation, more than two decades ago — that of having an all-Basque
team racing in Europe’s most important races — unceremoniously faded
to black when the team finished its final race, the Tour of Beijing, this
week.

Laiseka never won another Tour stage, yet he managed one more run
for glory, winning a stage in the 2005 Vuelta, up the Cerler climb in the
Spanish Pyrénées.

The squad was born from Madariaga’s dream of fostering cycling in the
Basque Country, unquestionably one of the European hotbeds of cycling. Nearly all Spanish pros race in the region as amateurs and dozens
of top pros have climbed out of the verdant green hills to win in Europe’s biggest races.

When he retired in 2006 with a knee injury, Euskaltel seemed to lose
some of its mystical soul. Others came in his wake — Sánchez, Antón,
and Mikel Nieve — but none seemed to capture the imaginations of
the Basque fans as much as the mysterious Laiseka.
The team was not immune to doping scandals, and it’s hard to imagine
that it could perform at a high level during the EPO era without being
part of the do-what-it-takes-to-win mentality. Mikel Astarloza and Iñigo
Landaluze were among the doping cases to haunt Euskaltel, though the
latter skated on a testosterone positive over procedural errors.

The squad was unique in that club members, or socios in Spanish,
helped fund part of the team’s budget. Up to 4,000 fans each season
paid into the team’s kitty.
Other pro teams have come and gone with the same idea that spawned
Euskaltel. Two decades ago, 7-Eleven was hailed as an all-American
team. Today, Katusha, Astana, and Sky are national projects along the
lines of Euskaltel, with the Russians, Kazakhs, and British, respectively,
promoting and developing their national riders.

With a new decade, new problems for the Basque
Fortunes began to change for the team entering the new decade.
Madariaga, the godfather of Basque cycling, was unceremoniously
shown the door as Igor González de Galdeano, who had taken over
team management from Julian Gorospe in 2009, looked to modernize
the team.

Yet none of those teams is as pure and authentic to its pedigree as
Euskaltel. Until this season, 2008 Olympic champion Samuel Sánchez
was the sole rider who was not Basque either by birth or family links.
Sánchez, who hails from nearby Asturias, was an adoptive son of sorts
because he began racing in the Basque Country as a teen, and never left.

By the 2012 season, the writing was on the wall, and the team was told
by local government backers that the same amount of money simply
wouldn’t be available for the coming season. With local governments
facing major budget cuts in health, education, pensions, and other public spending, it was impossible for the Basque Country regional government to rationalize spending 5 million euros on a cycling team.

Madariaga dreamed of reaching the ultimate arena — the Tour de
France — with a band of spindly Basque climbers. And he finally realized that dream in 2001.
There were many big names that came and went through the Euskaltel
franchise. Igor González de Galdeano and Unai Etxebarria were some
of the earliest riders with success. Later came the likes of Haimar

6

Galdeano seemed to save the day when Euskaltel, the regional telecommunications company and long-time sponsor, stepped up its commit-
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Euskal Herria brief
Huge Crowds Fill Bilbao in a show
of Strength for Basque Nationalism

Continued from previous page - Euskaltel
ment to keep the team alive for 2013.
Intent on staying in the WorldTour, management was pressured to sign
riders who could bring points to the table. Galdeano ditched the team’s
long-running Basque-only legacy, and brought on seven new international riders. Most came cheap from two-bit, second-division teams, but they
packed points that allowed the team to ride in the WorldTour this year.
Early this season, Euskaltel struggled on the road, perhaps sensing it had
lost its way. The team’s first wins didn’t come until April. Weeks later,
the first whispers of gloom were heard inside the team bus. This summer, the local government confirmed it would not continue to back the
team, and then Euskaltel said it could not afford to pick up the difference.
By the end of the Tour, riders were quietly told to search for new teams
as management scrambled to try to find a stop-gap funding source.
Then, out of the blue came a prince on a white horse in the form of Formula One driver Fernando Alonso. Tipped off by Oakley European marketing manager Kiko García about the team’s imminent demise, Alonso,
an avid cycling fan, moved quickly in early September to buy Euskaltel’s
ProTeam license and take over the team, saving jobs for many of its riders and staff, and keeping alive, at least in some form, the team’s legacy
going forward.
Alonso’s team of advisors moved quickly, even promising to sign riders
for next season, Vuelta a España winner Chris Horner among them, but
negotiations turned ugly between the two parties. What started out in
good faith went sideways, especially over financial obligations to existing
riders and staff, and contracts for equipment sponsors and where the
team headquarters would be located. Just as quickly, in what looked to be
a salve turned into a disaster. Both parties bitterly announced the deal
had unraveled. Alonso vows to build a team for the 2015 season, but the
hope of saving Euskaltel ended with acrimony from both parties.
Today Madariaga looks back bitterly at how his dream and vision were
kidnapped. After losing the WorldTour team, he kept his fingers on the
Continental Euskadi team, but even that squad is facing a budget crisis.
Madariaga said if 400,000 euros were not found in the coming weeks,
even the amateur feeder team would fold.

This past January 11th, a huge march, one of the most well-attended
ever recorded in the Basque Country, attracted thousands of demonstrators in a unitary mobilization called by PNB, Sortu, EA, Aralar,
Alternatiba, as well as Geroa Bai and the ELA and LAB unions. According to police, there were 130,000 demonstrators. With the slogan,
'Human rights, Agreement, Peace' it became a historic demonstration,
both for its united character, and because it responded to Spanish
National Court judge Eloy Vasco's prohibition of the demonstration
that had been called in support of Basque inmates.
Given the prohibition, the platform that had called the first demonstration, Tantaz tanta (Drop by drop), had canceled it. And it was
then that the entire Basque Nationalist sector, for the first time, convoked a demonstration together for Saturday evening. In fact, it's the
first time that the Basque Nationalist Left (Abertzale) and the Basque
Nationalist Party have ever called a demonstration together in order
to change the prison policy for Basque inmates, as part of the larger
peace process. Among others, there were Andoni Ortuzar (PNB); the
president of Sortu, Hasier Arraiz; the leaders of EA, Alternatiba and
Aralar Pello Urizar, Asier Vega and Patxi Zabaleta; the general representative from Guipúscoa, Martín Garitano, and that of Biscaia, José
Luis Bilbao… And some Catalan politicians also participated, including Esther Capella, from ERC, and David Fernàndez, from the CUP.

With the collapse of Euskaltel, gone is one of cycling’s most important
pipelines for young Basque talent. Promising Basque riders will have a
harder time punching into the elite peloton, not to mention having a
chance to race in their hometown jersey.
Spain is left with just one major team, Movistar, with Caja Rural the lone
survivor at the UCI Pro Continental level.
Gone, too, is an important part of cycling’s heritage. The romantic notion of a small-time team of locally developed riders taking on the world
is now fading into the pages from history.
Super teams with budgets four times the size of Euskaltel’s are dominating the sport. Led by Sky, Astana, BMC Racing, and Katusha, these new
super teams are well-funded, with deep pockets to spend on signing the
top riders, bringing on the best material, and adding important backroom
staffers of trainers and coaches.
Cycling has gone international, with riders from the Americas, Australia,
the United Kingdom, and even Africa dominating the sport.
As the saying goes, evolve or die. Euskaltel tried to evolve, but fell short
for a variety of reasons. Whether the sport will ever see another team
7 like Euskaltel remains doubtful. Bigger, faster, and richer is not always better.
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Basque Film Series
The 2014 edition of the Basque Film Series will
mark it’s tenth anniversary. The idea for the film
series came from a BCC member who attended the
2002 edition of the IKASI program at the Center for
Basque Studies at the University of Nevada at Reno
(CBS). One of the presentations at IKASI was on
Basque cinema given by CBS professor Joseba Gabilondo, who was later invited by the Basque Educational Organization to present a film at the Basque
Aitor Inarra will host
Cultural Center in 2004, La Pelota Vasca (directed by
the Basque Film SeJulio
Medem). The Basque Film Series has continries in 2014.
ued since then and has screened thirty one feature
length films and twenty eight short films. The hallmark of the series has
been the distinguished hosts who have presented all these films and have
lead discussions and have provided insight into the stories of the films.
The series has been fortunate to have had fifteen different hosts, including five directors who were able to present at the Basque Cultural Center:
Joseba Gabilondo, Pedro Oiarzabal, Xabier Irujo, Santiago de
Pablo, Oscar Alvarez, director Eneko Dorronsoro, director Emily
Lobsenz, Tim Kahn, Marcia Barinaga, Joseba Inaki Lopez de Luzuriaga, director Asier Altuna, Imanol Murua, director Javi Zubizarreta, Aitor Inarra and director Oskar Alegria. Mil esker!

Aitor Inarra, the BCC Euskara instructor, will present three films as
the Basque Film Series resumes this spring. Please check
www.BasqueEd.org for trailers and more information.

Friday, March 7th, 7:30pm
Windows Looking Inward.
Five directors portray ﬁve Basque political prisoners.
"Windows Looking Inward" gives a brief insight into the lives of the
people behind the bars, behind the events, behind the headlines.

Martin Minaberry Library
The Martin Minaberry Library,
located at the San Francisco
Basque Cultural Center, has
been recently updated with
many new books, mostly in
English, and is now back in cir-

Friday, April 4th, 7:30pm
It was a time when life was like a suspense novel and you never knew
how it would end. But life is stranger than ﬁction, and now, more than
seventy years later, The Last Passage returns to the scene of one fateful night in a farmhouse in the Basque Country where six strangers
from ﬁve diﬀerent countries were arrested by German forces. The
strands of each person’s story unravel to tell the wider tale of the hundreds of ordinary people who formed a vast escape network during
World War II: The Comet Line.

culation, with nearly 1,000 items.
The catalogue can be searched online by going to
www.BasqueEd.org and clicking on Library. From there you can
search the catalogue, download the complete catalogue listed by title
and request to check out books.
Please contact the librarian at librarian@BasqueEd.org with any questions.
You can also access several online books. The Etxepare Institute has
a collection on the following subjects: Bertsolaritza, Dance, Euskara,
Literature, Cinema, Pop Rock, Traditions, in three languages (English,
Basque, Castilian). They can be accessed on www.BasqueEd.org.

The library has
added two new
books: The
Basque Diaspora
Webscape by
Pedro Oiarzabal
and Robert Laxalt
- The Story of a
Storyteller by
Warren Lerude.

Friday, May 2nd, 7:30pm
Basque dance choreographer Mizel Theret reunites three legendary
Basque dancers, Philippe Oyhamburu, Jean Nesprias and Koldo Zabala,
who have dedicated their lives to the promotion of Basque dance.
Mizel creates a contemporary dance piece for them and this documentary captures this process from the initial planning and rehearsals to
the public performance.
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Basque Club Business
Events / Important Meetings

2013-2014 Board of Directors

Feb 9th

Mus Tournament and Members’ Free
Lunch

Jean Gorostiague

Honorary President

Pierre Etcharren

Director Emeritus

Feb 15-16 BCC Anniversary & KLIKA 50th

Matthew Etchepare

President
NABO Delegate
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Sergeant at Arms
NABO Delegate

Mar 2nd

8HZ Diaspora Radio Show 11:00am - page 5

Mar 7th

Film Series - 7:30pm page 8

Apr 4th

Film Series - Last Passage - 7:30pm page 8

Apr 6th

8HZ Diaspora Radio Show 11:00am - page 4

Apr 13th

Palm Sunday Mass @ NDV 9:00am. Lunch
following at the Basque Cultural Center.

May 2nd

Film Series - Oroitzen Naiz... - 7:30pm - pg 8

May 4th

8HZ Diaspora Radio Show 11:00am - page 4

May 24th

NABO Convention - Bakersfield

May 31st

NABO Mus Finals - Marin County

Jun 1st

Basque Picnic - Petaluma

Jun 22 Jul 5

Udaleku in ELKO - page 2

Christian Iribarren
Lisa Etchepare
Philippe Acheritogaray
Jean-Pierre Elissetche
Valerie Arrechea
Anne Marie Chiramberro
Johnny Curutchet
Mary Curutchet
Erica Fosse
Yvonne Hauscarriague
Mayte Ocafrain
Juan Jose San Mames

Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

2014 General Meetings are held on Jan 8, Feb 5,
Apr 9, May 21, Jun 18, Sep 17 & Nov 19, 7:30pm,
San Francisco Basque Cultural Center.

1983 Elgarrekin CD
To order online and to see a
promotional video, please
check www.BasqueClub.com.
To order a copy my mail,
please mail a check written to
“Basque Club” in the amount
of $12 to Basque Club, c/o
Philippe Acheritogaray, 118
Yolo Street, Corte Madera,
CA 94925.

Matthew Etchepare is the Basque Club’s
newly elected President, and takes over from
Christian Iribarren, who has served as
Basque Club President for the past 10 years,
2003-2013.

Aug 23-24 BCC Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia.

2013 Deceased Member

Zorionak Matthew eta mil esker Christian!

Erica Fosse is the Basque Club’s newest director. Erica was a longtime Zazpiak Bat
dancer and her family had run the Etcheverry
Basque Import business for the past fifty
years.
Ongi Ethorri Erica!

Jean Baptiste Uhalde
1916 - 2013

ON THE COVER - Zazpiak Bat Kilka in its inaugural year of 1964 in San Francisco’s Civic Center.
Kneeling left to right: Frederic Fuldain, Pepito Oxandaburu, Jean Guecamburu, Jean Baptiste Saparart, Jean Acheritogaray, Michel Arduain, Jean Pierre Aldabe, Jean Pierre
Espil.
Standing left to right: Jean Pierre Negueloua, Jean Leon Ocafrain, Michel Oyharcabal, Raymond Bidondo, Sebastien Curutchet, Arnaud Mendisco, Leon Chouchourou, Andre
Arduain, Pierre Etchebehere, Alphonse Acheritogaray, Jean Pierre Poydessus, Rene Arduain, Felix Ahuncain, Jacques Oyharcabal, Jean Louis Arduain, Jean Pierre Goyhenetche, Pettan Lahargou, Jean Baptiste Urruty, Jean Baptiste Guecamburu (holding flag and obstructed), Arnaud Duhart, Paul Castech, Jean Leon Iribarren. Holding Banner
left to right: Bernard Maitia, Pierre Etcharren.
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The Passing of Jean Haritschelhar
by Kate Camino - Astero - NABO

As many of you may already know Jean Haritschelhar passed away this past September
1st at the age of 90 in the Basque Country. His attributes are many including, serving as
Baigorri's
Mayor, serving as the director of the Basque Museum in Baiona for 27 years,
Saturday, February 15th
as well as being part of the Basque Language Academy (Euskaltzaindia) since 1962,
2:00pm Klika Photo
including having served 16 years as its president. He was also the first to teach Basque
at the University of Bordeaux. I was fortunate enough to meet Jean in Buffalo, Wyo4:00pm Joko Garbi &
ming in 1997 when the local radio station, KBBS and its Basque Program, were inductEuskadiko Txapeldunak
ed into the Society of Basque Studies in America's Hall of Fame. He brought along
Medals of Honor for the inductees from Euskaltzaindia in recognition of their efforts
6:30pm BBQ NY Steak Dinner
to perpetuate and promote the Basque language abroad. He also participated in the
Adults: $30 / 12 & under: $7
inauguration of Euskaldun Kalea which is still a testament to the Basques who came to
that area. At the time I had no idea what a great or influential man he was, or all the
8:00pm Dantzaldi with Ketxo
roles he had played throughout his life, but I have never forgotten his generosity and
kindness. His funeral took place last in his home town of Baigorri. The church was overflowing and folks
from every walk of life including family, friends, and celebrities, as well as representatives from every political
Sunday, February 16th
party. A fitting farewell for a man who always considered himself Basque first. Goian Bego.
10:00am Basque Mass with Fr.
Lastiri, Elgarrekin Choir,
Klika & Dancers
Bizi Emankorra

Basque Club Aldizkaria
We hope you have enjoyed this issue of Aldizkaria. Special
thanks to this edition’s contributors: Matthew Etchepare,
Christine & Jim Etchepare, Anne Marie Chiramberro &
Kate Camino. Please let us know what you think or if you
have contributions to future Aldizkariak:

1:00pm BBQ Rack of Lamb Lunch
Adults: $30
12 & under: $7
4:00pm Joko Garbi &
Euskadiko Txapeldunak

RSVP by February 11th
Anita Arduain - 650-583-7018
RSVP@SFBCC.us

Email - Aldizkaria@BasqueClub.com
Phone/Fax - 415-924-2151 (Philippe)
Mail - 118 Yolo Street, Corte Madera, CA 94925.

Philippe Acheritogaray - Editor

