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San Francisco Basque Picnic

Basque Club Mus Txapeldunak

June 1st - Petaluma Fairgrounds
9:00am
9:45am
12:00pm
2:30pm
4:30pm

Spring

Gates Open
Basque Mass celebrated by Aita Jean-Michel
Lastiri with Elgarrekin Choir, Klika and dancers (inside Herzog Hall).
Barbecue rack of lamb lunch with beans,
piperade, cheese, bread and wine.
Adults $25, children under 12 $10.
Entertainment Program featuring the Zazpiak
Bat Klika and Dancers, Los Banos Dancers
and San Francisco Gazteak Dancers.
Lehengo Dantzaldi featuring Mutxikoak, Soka Dan-

Jesus Arriada (left) and Angel Arriada won this year’s Basque
Club mus tournament and will represented the Basque Club at the
NABO Mus Championships coming up this May 31st in San Rafael. Also representing the Basque Club at the NABO mus finals
will be the runner up team of Franxoa Bidaurreta and Javier
Urroz. Zorionak!

tza, Zazpi Jauziak, Lantzeko Ihauterria, and Fandango /
Arin Arin. All participation welcome.

5:00pm

Lukainka/Txorizo Sale

Directions:

From San Francisco, take 101 North, Exit Washington
St., Left on Washington, Left on Payran Street.

Zazpiak Bat Dancers Basque Country Bound
During the past few years the Zazpiak Bat Dancers have stayed in contact with friends in the province of
Xiberoa, which stemmed from the
2008/2009 exchange, where Zazpiak
Bat dancers visited Xiberoa in 08’
and then in 2009 students from the
Lycee du Pays de Soule, located in
Sohuta, Xiberoa, came to San Francisco and performed their
Euskamerikan Artzain Pastorala at
Fabienne Andere (left) and Mirentxu
the Basque Cultural Center. For the
Auzqui worked with the Zazpiak Bat
Dancers in 2012, teaching new dances
past couple of years dance instructors
from the province of Xiberoa
from Xiberoa have come to San Francisco for workshops with the Zazpiak Bat dancers.
This summer, the following Zazpiak Bat Dancers will be making the trip
to the Basque Country to join their
compatriots in Basque Dance: Joana
Arrechea, Jesse Kvarna, Emma
Meadows, Jessica Moulia, Mikaela
Ribi, Montserrat San Mames &
Angelina Zamattia. They will perform on July 20th in Arnegi
(Baxenabarre) and on July 25th in Barkoxe (Xiberoa). For more information
please check with Zazpiak Bat Dance
director Valerie Arrechea at
Agnes Urruty (left) and Sophie Laxagueetcharren@msn.com.
borde worked with the Zazpiak Bat Dancers in 2013
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Esku Pilota at The
Basque Cultural Center

Inside

The Basque Cultural Center will
have a special hand ball exhibition
on Saturday, May 31st, 7:00pm,
featuring hand ball players from
the Basque County. Admission to
the game is $10. www.sfbcc.us
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NABO News

www.NABasque.org

Kantari Eguna 2014: Rocklin
This year’s Kantari Eguna will be hosted at the
Iparreko Ibarra Basque Club in Lincoln, CA on
Saturday, October 11th.

NABO MUS Finals

Upcoming NABO Meetings
< Fall 2014: Lincoln, CA (Sat, Oct 11th)
< Winter 2015: Salt Lake City, UT (TBA)
< Convention 2015: Boise, ID (TBA)

The 2014 NABO Mus finals will be played at St. Vincent's
School for Boys (1 St. Vincent's Drive, San Rafael) on Saturday, May 31st. Registration is at 7:30am with a start time of
8:00am.

World Mus Championships
The 2014 International Mus Tournament will be held in Cancun, Mexico at the Moon Palace Golf and Spa Resort from
October 19 - October 25th.
For more information please contact Pierre Etcharren at
etcharren@msn.com.

ASTERO (Basque for "weekly") is NABO's
free Basque news & information service that
is brought to you via email notification. To
subscribe for weekly email notices send an
email to info@nabasque.org.

2015 Udaleku at the Basque
Cultural Center
The 2015 Udaleku will be hosted by the Basque
Cultural Center in the last two weeks of June.
Please contact Valerie Arrechea at
etcharren@msn.com if you will be able to
host Udaleku participants at your home.
Mil esker!

Pedro Oiarzabal Selected to Head Oral History Project
Local volunteers needed to conduct interviews
The Etxepare Institute recently established the Jon Bilbao Research Fellow at the Center for
Basque Studies, University of Nevada, Reno. The Etxepare Institute also selected Basque researcher
and historian, Pedro Oiarzabal to chair this new research fellowship, which was established in honor of historian and bibliographer Jon Bilbao, who was one of the founders of the Basque Studies
Program (now Center for Basque Studies) at the University of Nevada, Reno. The purpose of the
Jon Bilbao Research Fellow is to internationally support research and knowledge on the Basque diaspora, and its first initiative will be a project entitled “Memoria Bizia, Project on the Living Heritage
of the Basque Diaspora, 2014-16 - US & Canada,” which will be supported by the Etxepare Institute,
the Basque Government, the University of Deusto and N.A.B.O.
To support this oral history project, Mr. Oiarzabal will be organizing interview teams in the U.S. & Canada to carry out interviews of Basque
immigrants and of persons with Basque heritage. If you are interested in volunteering to carry out interviews, please contact Marisa Espinal
at mespinal_fssm@yahoo.com.

Mr. Oiarzabal will be conducting and interviewer workshop at the Basque Cultural Center on Saturday, July 12th to train the volunteer interviewers.
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Zazpiak Bat Klika - Berrogeitamar urte
Top Row: Matthew Etchepare (current Klika Director), Noel Goyhenetche, Daniel Ourtiague, Dominique Erdozaincy, Erik Kvarna, Michael Indart, Aitor Berrueta, David Indart, Xavier Ocafrain, Henri Ocafrain, Chris Bonson, David
Alfaro (holding photo of Robert Alfaro).
Second Row: Vincent Kvarna, Robert Iriartborde, Alain Erdozaincy, Daniel Etcheverry, Joseph Goyhenetche, Aimee Marie Goyhenetche, Denise Azcona Waligora, Ann Marie Ithurburn Goyhenetche, Remi Cuburu, Nicolas
Bidaurreta, Begnat Goyhenetche, Christian Curutchague
Third Row: Rene Caballero, Michel Alfaro, Roger Bonson, Jean Michel Michelena, Francois Ithurralde, Mark Sorhouet, Xabier Salaburu, Bernard Ithurralde, Frederic Alfaro (photo), John Falxa, Jesse Kvarna, Dominic Savage,
Daniel Camou.
First Row: Jean Pierre Elissetche, Gratien Etchebehere, Jean Baptiste Urruty, Pierre Labat, Johnny Curutchet, Pierre Etcharren, Franxoa Bidaurreta, Bernard Arduain, Andre Arduain, Gratien Alfaro, Jean Pierre Ithurralde.
Boys Sitting: Ciaran Savage, Gexan Arrechea, Tomas Savage.
Saturday, February 15th, 2014 - Basque Cultural Center—To order an 8x10 print of this photo contact the Basque Club at info@BasqueClub.com.

Zazpiak Bat Klika Celebrates 50 Year Anniversary in 2014
The following is an excerpt from the 2009 book Gardeners of Identity: Basques in the San Francisco Bay Area by Pedro Oiarzabal:
The oldest klika or Basque drum and bugle corps in the country was established and organized by Frederic Fuldain in San
Francisco in the spring of 1964 as part of the Basque Club. As of 2008, there are three other klika formations that belong to
the Basque Club of Chino (1967), Bakersfield (1975), and Rocklin (2007). Along with the musicians, the San Francisco klika
also includes different characters such as makilaria (baton major), zapurrak (sappers) and banderak (flag bearers). It is noteworthy that the San Francisco klika is the only one in the U.S. that incorporates the cor de chasse or French Horn. Although
the klika is not considered as an autochthonous tradition, it has been adopted and incorportated as such in many villages and
towns of the northern Basque Country. On August 30th, 2008, a “Klika in America” tribute was organized by NABO as part
of its annual convention in Chino, California within the framework of the Chino Basque Club’s fortieth anniversary.
According to Fuldain, “Many Basque played the bugle, trumpet, or drum in the [French] Army or in the local “klika” of their
village. This group was easier to organize that the dancers since they already had the acquired experience and discipline.” Simon Toulouse helped him to obtain the drums of a band, previously sponsored b Notre Dame des Victories, which no longer existed. The club
purchased the bugles through Charles Iriart and they were brought to San Francisco by a group of Basque immigrants. “Jean-Baptiste Saparart
painted the ’Zazpiak Bat’ (Basque coat of arms) on the bass drum and the colors of the Basque flag on the others.”
Frederic Fuldain

Alphonse Acheritogaray became the first director of the San Francisco Klika group, and on June 7th, 1964 the band debuted ad the Basque Club’s
annual picnic. That year the Basque klika also performed at the Bastille Day festival, the Woolgrowers Picnic in Bakersfield, the first Basque festival in Elko, the Grape Festival in Sonoma, and the Columbus Day parade in San Francisco on October 11th. Acheritogaray played in the klika
through 1996. In the beginning, the San Francisco klika also used to practice at the Union Espanola clubhouse on Broadway Street. Among the
original members of the 1964 klika were Benat Iribarren, Pettan Lahargou, Jean Baptiste Guecamburu, Sebastien Curutchet, Jean Pierre Poydessus, Jean Pierre Espil, Pepito Oxandaburu, Bernard Maitia and Jean Pierre Negueloua.

Continued on next page
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The klika has also been directed by many
individuals over the years, including Arnaud
Duhart, Felix Ahuncain, Albert Dutaret,
Guillaume Irola, Jean-Paul Idiart, Pierre
Labat, Edouard Dunat, Johnny Curutchet,
Jean Barreneche, Emile Goyhenetche, Maurice Negueloua, Alain Saldumbide, Chris
Bonson, Christophe Alfaro, Aitor Berrueta
and Mark Sorhouet. [Matthew Etchepare is
the current director]

1979

Klikas were traditionally male-only bands
(i.e., in origin the were military marching
bands at the time that the French Army was
made up by men only); however, for the last
few decades the klikas both at home and
abroad have begun to incorporate women.
For example, a young woman, Aimee Goyhenetche, currently plays bugle in the San
Francisco Klika. She is the daughter of
Nadine and Gracian, active members of the
BCC. Aimee was born in 1983 and taught
Front Row - left to right: Franxoa Bidaurreta, Jean Goni, Jacques Unhassobiscay, Pierre Lapeyrade, Daniel Etcheherself to play the bugle. Her oldest brothverry, Jean Pierre Goyhenetche, Andre Arduain, Jean Pierre Ansola, Bernard Duhalde, Sebastien Curutchet, Jean
Pierre Elissetche
er, James, also played the bugle for a numBack Row - left to right: Pierre Etchebarne, Jacques Souvercaze, Jean-Pierre Marticorena, Pierre Labat, Emil Goyber of years. In the words of her parents,
henetche Jr., Dominique Berteretche, Johnny Curutchet, Jean Paul Mendisco, Arnaud Mendisco, Jean Baptiste Dar“Aimee and the rest of our children were
rambide, Noel Goyhenetche, Guillaume Irola, Roger Barreneche, John Barreneche, Andre Larre.
literally raised at the BCC.” Previously,
Denise Azcona, Anne Marie Goyhenetche, Yvette Barreneche and Andrea Goyhenetche all played in the klika as well.
To order Gardeners of Identity please see page 9.

8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean - 8HZ - Basque Diaspora Radio Show
The Basque Diaspora monthly radio show, 8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean (8 Provinces Live) will air Sunday, June 1st,
11:00am PST (8:00pm CET - Central European Time). The show is hosted by Benoit Etcheverry along with
Basque Club member and past President Robert Acheritogaray. It is broadcast in Euskara, French, Spanish and
English. The June 1st show will be broadcast over the Public Address system at the Basque Club Picnic in
Petaluma.
The show is broadcast on the first Sunday of each month but will be in summer recess for July and August and
will resume on Sunday, September 6th. Past shows can be heard at http://8probintziak.com (click medias click 8HZ).
8HZ has featured several in-studio guests in recent broadcasts, including Jean Marc Irazabal (engineer in Silicon
Valley from Lapurdi), the Basque folk group Kriolinak (Ramuntxo Farigel, Yves Lacarde, Ramuntxo Saint Martin), SEASKA President Paxkal Indo (Seaska manages the Ikastolas in North Basque Country), Basque sculptor Zigor, dance choreographer
Mizel Theret, film directors Catherine Guillaud & Caroline de Otero, who later came to present their film this Spring at the Basque Cultural
Center, Basque folk singer Erramun Martikorena & Xantxo Lekumberry of “Arbasoen Ildotik.”

Jean Marc Irazabal

Ramuntxo Saint Marie, Yves Lacarde,
Ramuntxo Farigel

Zigor, Robert Acheritogaray, Caroline de
Otero, Catherine Guillaud, Mizel Theret

Erramun Martikorena & Xantxo Lekumberry

Listen in at the following website:

Past shows can be heard at http://8probintziak.com
(click medias - click 8HZ)

http://euskalirratiak.info/
To call into the show from the US dial:
011 33 5 59 59 60 30
Or you can email the show at irratia@8probintziak.com

You can also listen in on the following sites:
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http://gureirratia.eu/
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Gure Sor Lekua
The 2014 edition of the Basque Film Series
marks it’s tenth anniversary. You can watch a
commemorative video clip at www.SFBCC.us.
After screening five documentaries this Spring,
the 2014 edition of the series continues this fall
with two comedies - on September 5th with a
screening of Bypass, hosted by Aitor Inarra,
which will be followed on October 3rd with a
special screening of Las Brujas de Zugarramurdi (Witches of Zugarramurdi).

Aitor Inarra will host
the Basque Film Series
in 2014.

Basque researcher, Josu Martinez, recently discovered a copy of the 1956
film, “GURE SOR LEKU” (Our Homeland), which was thought to be
lost and is now believed to be the first film with it’s dialogue in Euskara.
The film was created by Andre Madre of Hazparne, Lapurdi, who wanted
to create a film for the Basque diaspora. Mr. Martinez is collecting all
information related to the film and is still searching for the film’s soundtrack which has not been recovered and may be lost.
The film was screened in San Francisco on December 9th, 1961 at Notre
Dame des Victoires auditorium by Father Luro, who had recently arrived
in California to serve the Basques of the west.
Josu Martinez presented his research and a 20 minute clip of the film this
past May 16th at the Basque Cultural Center. If you have any recollections of this event, please let Mr. Martinez know (josulito@gmail.com) or
Philippe Acheritogaray (philippea@frk.com - 650-504-8679). To see
photos of the screening, please check www.BasqueClub.com.

Friday, September 5th, 7:30pm

Xabi visits the hospital to bid farewell to Maria, a friend on her deathbed due to an
incurable heart condition. Before going in to see her, he discovers she's always
been secretly in love with him, and comes up with the mad idea of saying that he
feels the same in an effort to make "her last hours a little sweeter". Maria is so
overjoyed that she makes a spectacular recovery. Xabi will have to continue pretending, because it would kill her to learn the truth: the doctors warn him that an
upset would break her heart. What no-one knows is that Xabi already has a girlfriend who is expecting his baby. Xabi will lead double life, always on the edge of
the precipice.

Friday, October 3rd, 7:30pm
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An absurd, racy comedy starring a group of desperate thieves who rob a Cash-for
-Gold shop in Madrid's Puerta del Sol and make a crazy dash for Disneyland with
one of the heister's sons in tow. But on the border with France, they fall into the
hands of Basque witches who apply themselves diligently to the ancient customs
of their craft and bringing the men down a peg or two.

For more information and to see trailers, please check:
www.BasqueEd.org
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Robert Laxalt Book Presentation
Pulitzer Award Winner, Warren
Lerude, will present his latest book,
Robert Laxalt, the Story of a Storyteller
at the Basque Cultural Center on Saturday, August 23rd, 3:00pm, in conjunction with the center’s annual summer
festival - Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia. In this
new biography, Lerude, professor
emeritus of journalism, focuses on Laxalt's development as a writer, especially
through his formative days as a journalist in Reno and Carson City, and on to
Laxalt the family man, teacher, publisher and much more.

UDAberrI

Igotz Ziarreta Photography
The cover image of a Basque guitar player of this
issue of Basque Club Aldizkaria is from Basque photographer Igotz Ziarreta, who is from Bizkaia and
currently resides in Barcelona. Igotz has come up
with some innovative images for promoting events
at the Barcelona Basque Club, mixing interesting
colors and shades along with characters in traditional Basque clothing set in more modern and industrial contexts with a touch of humor. To check out more of his photographs, please check his website:
http://www.igotz.com.

Lerude said, "The odyssey of this book
began with an idea from my long-time friend and colleague Bruce
Bledsoe. Bruce brought it to my attention that of the 17 books
Laxalt wrote, none of them were biographical in nature. With a
little nudging from Joyce, Bob's wife of 52 years, and their daughters Monique, an attorney and novelist, and Kristin, a physician, I
decided to take on the project."
Robert Laxalt, whose journalism, creative nonfiction and fiction
made him a national and international literary figure, is the most
acclaimed writer from the state of Nevada in modern times. His
1957 classic, Sweet Promised Land, not only brought to life the
immigrant experience of the Basques who had come to the United
States as sheepherders, it also served as an exemplary story for all
immigrants to the United States.
Laxalt, who died in 2001 at 77 years old, left a legacy of evidence
about his writing life in the Special Collections and University Archives Department at the Knowledge Center. Special Collections is
home to 26.5 cubic feet of Laxalt's papers spread throughout 33
rectangular boxes.

Martin Minaberry Library

"So much of what Laxalt was known for is contained in our collection," Jacquelyn Sundstrand, manuscripts and archives librarian for
the Special Collections Department, said. "Warren reviewed numerous drafts of Laxalt's various novels, manuscripts, correspondence and more to help bring his professional history to life."

The Martin Minaberry Library,
located at the San Francisco
Basque Cultural Center, has
been recently updated with
many new books, mostly in
English, and is now back in cir-

The book is published by the Center for Basque Studies, which
publishes high-quality books in English on Basque-related topics.
The Laxalt biography is the inaugural book in a new series, Basque
Originals, which presents lively, entertaining and informative books
on a variety of subjects relating to Basques around the world and
the experience of being Basque.

culation, with nearly 1,000 items.
The catalogue can be searched online by going to
www.BasqueEd.org and clicking on Library. From there you can
search the catalogue, download the complete catalogue listed by title
and request to check out books.
Please contact the librarian at librarian@BasqueEd.org with any questions.

Warren Lerude is a professor emeritus of the
University of Nevada, Reno's Reynolds
School of Journalism and a longtime Reno
newspaper editor and publisher. In 1977, he
led a team of journalists to win the Pulitzer
Prize for editorial writing. He is the co-author
of the best-seller American Commander in
Spain: Robert Hale Merriman and the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and author of the text
of another best-seller Robert Cameron's Above Tahoe and Reno. He
was a professor of media law, management and professional internships for 32 years at the journalism school.

You can also access several online books. The Etxepare Institute has
a collection on the following subjects: Bertsolaritza, Dance, Euskara,
Literature, Cinema, Pop Rock, Traditions, in three languages (English,
Basque, Castilian). They can be accessed on www.BasqueEd.org.
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Euskal Herria brief
Basque Separatists inch along,
watching Catalonia closely
by Imanol Murua - Ph.D. candidate at the Center for Basque Studies,

There was a time when Catalan separatists looked at the Basque country
enviously. Its independence movement seemed to have a strength and
determination that the Catalans
lacked.

led by Juan Jose Ibarretxe had been committed to a strategy widely regarded
as separatist. The Basque parliament approved a statute recognizing the
right to self-determination in 2004, but it was rejected by Madrid the following year on the grounds that the Spanish constitution forbade it.
In 2008 the Basque parliament approved a law proposed by Ibarretxe to
hold a referendum about a new legal framework, but the Spanish constitutional court prevented it on similar grounds.
In contrast the PNV of today has distanced itself from both the past strategy of Ibarretxe and the current strategy of its counterparts in Catalonia. On
Easter Sunday, the annual Basque homeland day, a common occasion for
radical claims to nationhood, Urkullu declared that his government’s goal is
not independence but a new relationship with the Spanish state based on co
-sovereignty and bilateralism.

Not anymore. The Catalan regional
government and parliament have called a referendum on independence for November, two months after the Scottish referendum. It has
been rejected by Madrid for being constitutionally illegal, but the Cata- Bildu aims to move quicker and go further, but the coalition is aware that
lan separatists have not backed down. Basque nationalists are far from nationalists’ lack of political control elsewhere in the greater Basque country
doing anything similar in the short-term.
is making separation difficult in the short term.
Yet the Basque nationalists in general and the pro-independence
The Basque divide
movement in particular have been notably strengthened since armed
separatist group ETA (Euskadi Ta Askatasuna) renounced violence in The Basque territories are divided into three political bodies: the Basque
territories under Spanish sovereignty are separated into two autonomous
October 2011.
communities – the Basque community and Navarre. Then there are three
Almost two-thirds of the members of the parliament of the Basque
small Basque territories under French sovereignty that are part of a bigger
community are nationalist. The moderate PNV (Basque Nationalist
administrative region, the Atlantic Pyrenees.
Party) runs the regional government in Vitoria-Gasteiz with 27 out of
the 75 members of parliament; and left-wing separatist coalition Bildu Unlike the nationalist majority in the Basque community, they are minorities
in the other territories. Nationalism is gradually growing stronger in Nahas 21 seats.
varre, but not so in the French territories, where such parties usually get no
The new left coalition
more than 15% of the vote and not all of them support independence in
The emergence of Bildu as a strong political force in Basque politics is any case. This means that the idea of a Basque independent state that would
one of the key consequences of the end of ETA’s campaign. In 2012 include the French territories is a utopian objective with no feasible prothe left-wing separatist movement, which had been banned from poli- spect on the horizon.
tics since the early 2000s because of its alleged support for ETA, final- The prospects for change in Navarre are not so unrealistic. The definitive
ly achieved a legal political party, Sortu. More importantly, the contin- end of ETA’s campaign, among other factors, has improved the political
uing absence of ETA violence enabled Sortu to become the driving
chances for Basque nationalists. It has become easier for Basque nationalist
force behind Bildu, a broader pro-independence coalition born after
parties to find allies to team up and replace the region’s long-time ruler, the
the end of ETA’s armed activity.
anti-Basque-nationalist right-wing UPN (the Navarrese People’s Union).
The Basque separatist movement is not yet in a position to follow the One option open to nationalists in the Basque community would be to sacpath opened by the Catalans, though. The Basques are still licking the rifice Navarre and push for independence only for their area. But Bildu
wounds from their very recent violent past. ETA’s unilateral and dehave taken the view that a state border dividing Basques is already too
finitive abandonment of the armed campaign might be two-and-a-half much, and a national border would be too high a price to pay.
years old, but issues such as disarmament and prisoners have not been
Instead the short-term strategy is to provoke a change in the Navarre govsettled yet.
ernment by forming an alliance with other progressive forces, which might
The Spanish government led by Mariano Rajoy has refused any diainclude the Spanish socialists.
logue with ETA, even though it has this year shown a willingness to
In the mid-term, the nationalists hope that such a shift could facilitate perdisarm through a video-taped symbolic act of decommissioning of a
suading a majority to support sharing a political project with the western
few arms, witnessed by international verifiers.
Basque territories. In the 2011 regional elections, Basque nationalists reAlmost 500 imprisoned members of ETA (and other Basque civil
ceived 28.7% of the vote in Navarre. Recent polls show that prospects for
organizations) are serving their sentences in Spanish and French jails, the 2015 elections are better still.
waiting for talks that will deal with their situation. Many regard the
The chain gang
Spanish government’s inflexibility and non-dialogue a strategy to
maintain a never-ending scenario of conflict, thus obstructing a naMeanwhile a collective of grass roots Basque nationalist activists has been
tionalist evolution towards a viable strategy for independence.
organizing a non-partisan campaign seeking recognition of the right to selfdetermination. Fuelled to a great extent by events in Catalonia and Scotland,
Co-sovereignty instead of independence
the so-called Gure Esku Dago (“it’s in our hands”) has been gaining moAt the same time the Basque regional government led by the PNV
mentum.
main leader Iñigo Urkullu is clearly showing that it prefers to follow a
pragmatic strategy of gradually progressive self-rule, leaving behind
the more radical stances of the recent past.
Continued on Page 10 - Basque Separatists
This is a change from the late 1990s and early 2000s, when the PNV
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Basque Rock Hits The City
Berri Txarrak and Nina Coyote & Chico Tornado toured the U.S.
Rock power trio Berri Txarrak may seem foreign—to American listeners, at
least—on a number of levels.
For starters, they’re from Basque Country, the autonomous region in northern Spain. Further, their message has roots in a long-dead political rock
movement. And, most crucially, frontman Gorka Urbizu writes and sings
lyrics only in the Basque language Euskara, which is spoken by fewer than 1
million people.
Despite all this, Berri Txarrak remains one of only a handful of Basque bands
to have reached Western audiences. They’ve toured extensively with American alt-rock act Rise Against; they recorded their 2009 album, Payola, with
legendary American engineer Steve Albini; and they were recently in Los
Angeles recording with producer Ross Robinson, who has worked on albums for At the Drive-In, The Blood Brothers, The Cure and Sepultura.
To understand where Berri Txarrak is coming from, it helps to look at the
Basque Radical Rock movement, which, fueled by British punk and metal
scenes, emerged in the early 1980s as a musical/socio-political force followBerri Txarrak performing at San Francisco’s Hemlock Tavern on April 8th
ing the death of Gen. Francisco Franco and the end of his 40-year dictatorship in Spain. Berri Txarrak formed in 1994, several years after the movement ran its course. There have been a couple of lineup changes since
then; singer and guitarist Urbizu, the only remaining original member, is backed by bassist David Gonzalez and drummer Galder Izagirre.
Urbizu said that, while the Basque Radical Rock movement has subsided, the band still strives to make rebellious music in that same vein. “I like
the idea of rock music as a way to question everything,” he said. “Rock must be defiant—at least that’s the kind of art we love.”
And though Urbizu’s lyrics touch on personal subjects from time to time, he prefers to keep material opaque enough for it to remain universal.
“I think it must be the audience who finishes the song,” he said. “I kind of give them clues with the words and try to make them feel sensations
and think by themselves. There isn’t one big truth, there are lots of interpretations.”
Given the language barrier for American listeners, Berri Txarrak’s lyrical subject matter is neither here nor there, but Urbizu believes the music
conveys the message on its own. And listening to their songs, it’s striking how familiar rock ’n’ roll sung in a foreign tongue feels. The language
issue is moot. For instance, in the bridge section of the 2005 single “Oreka,” everything strips down to a swaggering bassline, and it’s satisfyingly
familiar when the extra-explosive chorus kicks in and fills the empty space.
Instrumentally, Berri Txarrak is all distorted guitars and rumbling bass, but vocally, there’s a clear emphasis on melodic hooks and except for the
language, the band falls neatly in line with radio-friendly American alternative rock. (It makes sense that Berri Txarrak toured with Rise Against.)
But Urbizu doesn’t wonder what heights of success his band could reach if he sang in English, nor is he concerned about whether American audiences are put off by his singing in Euskara. “Obviously, it’s not the easiest way to become popular in the U.S., but we don’t really care,” he said.
“We want to be the best band as possible and spread our message and music, but it must be our way.
“Music is able to connect people by itself—that’s a fact,” he continued. “But there are huge cultural lobbies, let’s say, that build barriers to diversity. That’s why, if you turn your radio on, you’ll only find music in English, and mostly songs without a message other than, ‘Have fun and try to
not think.’”
The songs they’ve recorded with Robinson have not yet come together in album form, Urbizu said, but the band has “many surprises” lined up
for 2014 to celebrate its 20th anniversary. - by Howard Hardee - Chico News and Review

San Francisco’s Elbo Room - April 16th

Nina Coyote & Chico Tornado - This two-piece combo packed the power of a band twice their size as
they blasted through their 70's styled riff-rock. Although they are simply a guitar/drum duo, guitarist Koldo Soret augments his tone with an octave splitter running through a bass amp as well as guitar amp,
which fills out the sound well. Usua de La Fuente is a wild and awesome basher, which her small stature
would never give away, and they create a monstrous, metallic sound between the two of them!
As I said in the live review, there are hints of Monster Magnet, Black Sabbath, Thee Hypnotics, metal,
grunge, 60's garage and damn near anything else they could think of thrown in. While the first few numbers here - "Monster", "Lainda" and "Caballo Loco" (all sung in Euskara) - sound pretty heavy-metal-ish,
by the time they get to "Txaman" and the instrumental "Desert Tornado", the riffs sound a bit more Detroit punk'n'roll - though you'll still be banging your head! Amazingly, they manage to make the iconic
Stooges song "Gimme Danger" their own with an original arrangement and then they slow things down a
bit for the dark and broody instro, "Little Coyote eta Morning Star."
The rev things right up again for the Motorhead-styled madness of "Zaurirk Ez" and then go into a metal/
hip-hop hybrid in “Ulehertu.” "Garaitezin" is a drivin', somewhat more melodic number with plenty of
riffs while "Izardust" sees the band playing with an echo effect and then we have another cymbalsmashing, grungey instrumental in "Stuka" before the super-catchy progression that makes up
"Hotsa".If these two ever
8 come back to the States, make sure you see them as they are a blast
live!
To see photos and videos of these shows check www.BasqueClub.com and scroll down
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Basque Club Business
Events / Important Meetings

2013-2014 Board of Directors
Jean Gorostiague

Honorary President

May 31st

Hand Ball games - BCC 7:00pm

Pierre Etcharren

Director Emeritus

May 31st

NABO Mus Finals - San Rafael

Matthew Etchepare

President
NABO Delegate
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Sergeant at Arms
NABO Delegate

Jun 1st

Basque Picnic - Petaluma

Jun 1st

8HZ Diaspora Radio - 11:00am

Jun 22-Jul 4th

Udaleku in Elko

Jul 12th

Oral History Workshop at BCC

Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Jul 20th

Zazpiak Bat Dancers - ARNEGI

Jul 25th

Zazpiak Bat Dancers - BARKOXE

Aug 23rd

Warren Lerude - Laxalt Presentation - 3:00pm

Christian Iribarren
Lisa Etchepare
Philippe Acheritogaray
Jean-Pierre Elissetche
Valerie Arrechea
Anne Marie Chiramberro
Johnny Curutchet
Mary Curutchet
Erica Fosse
Yvonne Hauscarriague
Mayte Ocafrain
Juan Jose San Mames

Aug 23-24 BCC Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia.

2014 General Meetings are held on Jan 8, Feb 5,
Apr 9, May 21, Jun 18, Sep 17 & Nov 19, 7:30pm,
San Francisco Basque Cultural Center.

Sep 5th

Basque Film Series - Bypass - 7:30pm

Sep 6th

8HZ Radio - 11:00am

Oct 3rd

Basque Film Series - Brujas - 7:30pm

Oct 5th

8HZ Radio - 11:00am

Oct 11th

NABO Kantari Eguna & Meeting

Oct 18th

Fermin Muguruza - venue TBA www.sfbcc.us

Oct 19

World Mus Championship - Mexico

Nov 16th

BCC - Esker Onesko Eguna

Dec 14th

BCC - Eguberri The documentary The Last Link
captures the rich and dramatic story of the Basque and Béarnais
shepherding cultures. For over
5,000 years, shepherding has been a
way of life in Europe's Pyrénées
mountains. Basque emigrants
brought this culture to the American West in the early 20th Century.
Less than a hundred years later, it is
in danger of being absorbed into
mainstream culture, both in Europe and the United States.

Gardeners of Identity a history of the Basques in
the San Francisco Bay Area is now available and
can be purchased for $20 at events at the Basque
Cultural Center or at the Picnic, and also from
the Center for Basque Studies website of
http://www.basque.unr.edu/ (click on Books).
Please email info@SFBCC.us with any questions.

1983 Elgarrekin CD
To order online and to see a promotional video,
please check www.BasqueClub.com. To order a copy my mail,
please mail a check written to “Basque Club” in the amount of
$12 to Basque Club, c/o Philippe Acheritogaray, 118 Yolo Street,
Corte Madera, CA 94925.

To order a copy of The Last Link with a check, please mail
the following information:

Fermin Muguruza &
Tania de Sousa
Fermin Muguruza will perform in San Francisco on October 18th with Tania de Sousa
and her new band from the Basque Country.
Please check www.sfbcc.us (under events) for
more details.

9

Your name, address, telephone number.
Number of VHS copies @ $26 each (postage and handling
included)
Number of DVD copies @ $30 each (postage and handling
included)
Check, made payable to "BEO".
Please mail this order to:
BEO - The Last Link
118 Yolo Street
Corte Madera, CA 94925-1810
To order online please visit www.BasqueEd.org and click
on The Last Link.

BASQUE CLUB
949 Valencia Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

Continued from Page 7 - Basque Separatists
In an initiative that echoes last September’s 400km human chain in favor of
Catalan independence, Gure Esku Dago intends to form their own human
chain on June 8th.
The object is to connect the 123km between the Basque towns of Durango
and Iruñea-Pamplona. The movement is working with no official support
from the main nationalist parties but seems to be attracting increasing support.
In sum, the prospects for Basque secession are still in the early stages. The
major Spanish political parties have repeatedly showed that they are not
prepared to reform the current legal framework to enable secessionist processes similar to the Scottish referendum.
Nationalists will need to be prepared for an uncertain political confrontation in which the rules of the game are clearly unfavorable to them. They
know that in Catalonia, this has been countered at least to some extent by
control of the regional parliament and a strong social movement pushing
for secession.
Much will depend on the nationalists’ ability to persuade Navarre to more
strongly support their cause. For now they can only look to Scotland and
Catalonia and learn from their experiences for when the situation is ripe
enough for Basque separatism.

Mr. Murua is from Zarautz, Gipuzkoa (1966). He is a
graduate in Journalism and holds a Master's degree in
Social Communication. He has worked as a journalist
in the daily newspapers Berria and Egunkaria, the
weekly magazine Argia and the journal Jakin. Now he
writes weekly articles for Berria and Radio Euskadi
from Reno. He published several books, with the most
recent and significant being the report about the failed
Basque peace process in 2005-2007. It was originally
Imanol Murua
published in Basque (Loiola hegiak) and later translated to Spanish (El triangulo de Loiola). Mr. Murua is
now researching the political process which could bring the end of the violence of
ETA.

Basque Club Aldizkaria
We hope you have enjoyed this issue of Aldizkaria. Special
thanks to this edition’s contributors: Valerie Arrechea, Xabier
Berrueta, Lisa Etchepare, Pedro Oiarzabal, Benoit Etcheverry, Josu Martinez, Igotz Ziarreta, Imanol Murua. Please
let us know what you think or if you have contributions to future Aldizkariak:
Email - Aldizkaria@BasqueClub.com
Phone - 415-924-2151 (Philippe)
Mail - 118 Yolo Street, Corte Madera, CA 94925.

Philippe Acheritogaray - Editor

